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back to the United States. So while
that number is 40 percent with Mexico,
it is only 4 percent with China. And it
is not like we are sending all this
money to China. We had about a $355
billion trade deficit with them last
year. And I am not talking about the
deficit; I am just saying that only 4
percent of that revenue comes back to
the United States in order to reinvest
in the American economy.

So I am all for trade, but I want to
have something which is more mutu-
ally beneficial and one in which there
is a level playing field and one in which
the disregard for environmental stand-
ards is not used as a strategy to strip
jobs away from Americans in order to
improve an economy of a competitor
that uses that money to improve their
military standing and uses that money
to undermine our influence and, by the
way, to attempt to expand their geo-
political viewpoint.

Now, I will say once more, I love cap-
italism. It has the ability to elevate
people out of poverty. Three genera-
tions ago, my family left Ireland and
came to the United States because
they didn’t have enough to eat, and be-
cause this is the greatest capitalist
country in the world, my family did
quite well because of the system of
government we have here. I am not ar-
guing against that.

But what we cannot tolerate is the
arbitrage of rules that are put in place
by developed countries to protect not
just our own citizens but the global en-
vironment from the ill effects of cer-
tain types of activities, say, in this
case, burning energy.

If we are going to equalize the play-
ing field, if you will, to lawfully and
peacefully defeat a strategy which has
explicit goals to take jobs from the
United States of America and to
eclipse us as a world power, we need to
think strategically as to how to defeat
this strategy.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alaska.

TRIBUTE TO TERESA GRAY AND
RECOGNIZING MOBILE MEDICS
INTERNATIONAL

Mr. SULLIVAN. Madam President, I
want to say that it is Thursday, and it
is my favorite time of week, 6 years’
strong—almost 7 years—we have been
doing our ‘‘Alaskan of the Week” se-
ries, and we love to do this because we
get to recognize a special Alaskan,
someone who makes the State very
special.

Our pages, I think they don’t always
admit it, but it is probably the best
speech of the week because it is inter-
esting and we have got some cool sto-
ries. I know some of the reporters here
like the speech because it means we are
at the end of the week so that is good.

Today, we are honoring a really
amazing Alaskan. Her name is Teresa
Gray, of Anchorage, who was, by the
way, recently featured by CNN as one
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of their heroes for the work her organi-
zation does that Teresa founded to pro-
vide medical help to people all over the
globe.

So, before I talk about Teresa and
her amazing work, I always like to give
a little update of what is going on in
Alaska right now. I was home the last
couple weeks traveling all over the
State, and it didn’t seem like too long
ago when I had said: Hey, winter is
coming. Winter is coming. Well, here is
the good news. Well, I love winter, but
winter is now leaving. It is leaving
Alaska.

Now, it is cold in many places. My
house in Anchorage still has snow on
the ground, but the Sun is now up high
in the sky, staying up longer and
longer every single day—although I
was in Fairbanks and we had northern
lights going. So that was awesome just
last week. But today, in Anchorage,
the Sun rose at 6 a.m. and set around 10
p.m. So it is getting long. It is gaining.
We gain about 5 minutes a day during
this time of the year. Birds are migrat-
ing back by the tens of thousands. The
excitement of spring is everywhere.

So to everybody watching, if you are
thinking about great summer travel
plans, Alaska is the place to be. So
come on up. We would love to have
you.

So, now, let me talk about Teresa
Gray and the organization she founded
called Mobile Medics International,
which is doing great work across the
globe, even as we speak.

Teresa is originally from Michigan.
As a paramedic, she moved to Alaska
in 1999 to be with her then-husband
who was from Alaska. And like so
many do when they come to Alaska,
she fell in love with Alaska. Now, she
wasn’t really an outdoorsy type, but
she said:

I just felt at home.

It is the people that she loves. She
said the State has such a unique group
of individuals.

We [all] share a kindred spirit. We’re all
committed to living the Alaska[n] way.

That is what Teresa said. And for Te-
resa, the Alaskan way has been to put
her medical skills to use. Now, ini-
tially, she worked as an instructor at
the only paramedic school in the State,
but within 6 months, she bought the
school and created two additional
schools, one in Fairbanks and one in
Wasilla, and made these very success-
ful. Eight years later, she sold those to
the University of Alaska.

Then she became a flight medic for
AeroMed, now known as LifeMed. She
was a medical trainer for the Alaska
Air National Guard unit, the 210th Res-
cue Squadron. These are very brave, in-
trepid PJs who do amazing work all
over the State. And she also helped out
with the Anchorage Fire Department.

When they again adopted a child,
their second adopted child, Teresa de-
cided it was time to retire. An aside
here—one of Teresa’s children, Boyd
Jorgensen, was a U.S. marine under my

S2227

command, with the great unit ECHO
Company 4th Reconnaissance Battalion
up in Anchorage. So Semper Fi, Staff
Sergeant. I hope you are watching.

Let’s talk about your mom.

That retirement for Teresa didn’t
last long. One day, she was watching
the news, and she saw the image—and I
think a lot of us remember this
image—of a 3-year-old Syrian refugee
on the beach of Lesbos, face down in
the water. It was very powerful. People
all over the world saw that really
ghastly image. She thought: Why isn’t
anybody doing anything about this?

She realized, well, she should and she
could. So she volunteered for an Irish
medical nonprofit which took her to
Greece and then to other places across
the globe.

It didn’t take her long to see a need
that wasn’t being filled. There are a
great many medical nonprofits, but the
general model is that the doctors and
other medical professionals arrive at a
place and set up shop. The people in
need of care come to them.

But there are so many times Teresa
witnessed people who couldn’t leave
their communities. In the case of Puer-
to Rico, there was a mudslide with lim-
ited access to a road that led to a vil-
lage which hadn’t received medical or
any kind of help in over a week. People
couldn’t get a doctor there.

So, back in Alaska, she put a call out
on social media, and soon, Mobile Med-
ics International was born. The group
is focused on mobility, on getting to
the barrios, to the villages, up in the
mountains—hard places to get to,
where she said that ‘‘[s]Jo many places
are lost or forgotten in disasters’ be-
cause they are so hard to get to.

Roughly, 5 years later, the group now
has roughly 120 volunteers from across
the globe, including from Alaska, on
nearly every continent. They have been
on over 30 missions. They are agile.
They are expeditionary. They are like
the Marines. When they go to a place
that has been hit by disaster or to a
place experiencing a refugee crisis, ev-
erything they need is in a backpack.

Teresa said:

We can bring our own food, our own water,
our own sleeping accommodations. We try to
take basically an ambulance in the back-
pack.

Great image. Great idea.

If someone requires more extensive
care, then they help get that individual
to a medical facility, maybe in another
part of the country.

In addition to natural and humani-
tarian disasters, Mobile Medics Inter-
national also trains people in medi-
cally underserved villages to provide
treatment to others in their commu-
nities. So it is train the trainer. Teach
someone to fish.

They find people in those commu-
nities who are willing to commit to 5
years to build their own program in
that community, and they support
them during that time. They visit a
few times a year, get them equipped,
get them supplies, get them training,
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and then, all of a sudden, you have peo-
ple in those communities who have
these medical skills.

Teresa talked about her team once
going to a remote island in the Phil-
ippines where, because of a lack of nu-
trition, this remote island and the pop-
ulation had a really bad problem with
cleft-palate babies. “Within three
years,” she said, ‘“‘we eliminated cleft-
palate babies on that island by giving
out prenatal vitamins.”

Think about that. That is incredible
work—one American with a vision
making a huge difference in a place
like the Philippines. Great work.

So let’s fast-forward to today. Where
do you think she is? Where do you
think they are?

Well, they are on the frontlines in
Ukraine and Romania to help with the
refugee crisis there. They have four
teams there. They are providing a 24-
hour clinic in Romania and go person-
to-person to help with medical care.
They have organized a warehouse of do-
nated goods. They have delivered sup-
plies into Ukraine, and they are pro-
viding emotional support to people who
really need it because of the barbaric
invasion that has happened there.

For Teresa and her group, helping
during a refugee crisis is particularly
emotional and wrenching. She said:

Natural disasters can be horrific. A refugee
crisis is even more emotionally difficult.

These are people who have lost every-
thing, including their country, their
heritage, and their language.

She talked about how the Ukrainian
refugee crisis is particularly chal-
lenging. ‘“‘All the men have been left
behind,” she said. You just have moth-
ers, older men, young girls, and women
whose entire life in Ukraine is now
gone.

Her people do more than just medical
care. They provide emotional support
as well. When she traveled to Romania,
there was an elderly woman whom she
was treating for health issues. The
woman asked for a different kind of
help. She asked that she and her son be
driven to the border so she could see
Ukraine for the last time—a Ukrainian
woman just wanting to see her coun-
try—and Teresa did that.

‘“‘She asked for help, so we gave it to
her,” Teresa said.

This is a great example of the drive,
determination, vision, and hard work
of just one person. Think about it. One
person, Teresa Gray, with a vision—
and how that vision and drive can
change lives—hundreds of lives, thou-
sands of lives.

So, Teresa, thank you for providing
so much help to so many. Congratula-
tions for being chosen as a CNN hero;
but more importantly, much more im-
portantly—sorry, CNN—congratula-
tions on being our Alaskan of the
Week. You have really, really deserved
it and made us all proud.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.
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The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Mr. President,
I ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
WARNOCK). Without objection, it is so
ordered.

————

APPOINTMENT

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, on behalf of the Majority Lead-
er, pursuant to the provisions of Public
Law 117-81, appoints the following indi-
vidual to serve as a member of the Af-
ghanistan War Commission: LLuke Rob-
ert Hartig of California.

————

RECA EXTENSION ACT OF 2022

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Mr. President,
I ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. 4119, introduced earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. 4119) to reauthorize the Radiation
Exposure Compensation Act.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. I ask unani-
mous consent that the bill be consid-
ered read a third time and passed and
that the motion to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 4119) was ordered to be
engrossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed as follows:

S. 4119

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “‘RECA Ex-
tension Act of 2022".

SEC. 2. REAUTHORIZATION OF THE RADIATION
EXPOSURE COMPENSATION ACT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 3(d) of the Radi-
ation Exposure Compensation Act (Public
Law 101-426; 42 U.S.C. 2210 note) is amended—

(1) by striking the first sentence and in-
serting ‘“The Fund shall terminate on the
date that is 2 years after the date of enact-
ment of the RECA Extension Act of 2022.”’;
and

(2) by striking ‘‘22-year period” and insert-
ing ‘‘2-year period’.

(b) LIMITATION ON CLAIMS.—Section 8(a) of
the Radiation Exposure Compensation Act
(Public Law 101-426; 42 U.S.C. 2210 note) is
amended by striking ‘“‘within 22 years after
the date of the enactment of the Radiation
Exposure Compensation Act Amendments of
2000 and inserting ‘‘not later than 2 years
after the date of enactment of the RECA Ex-
tension Act of 2022”.

—————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MONDAY,
MAY 2, 2022, AT 3 P.M.

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Mr. President,
I ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate stand adjourned under the previous
order.
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There being no objection, the Senate,
at 4:05 p.m., adjourned until Monday,
May 2, 2022, at 3 p.m.

———
NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate:
IN THE COAST GUARD

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND RESPONSIBILITY IN
THE UNITED STATES COAST GUARD AND TO THE GRADE
INDICATED UNDER TITLE 14, U.S.C., SECTION 305:

To be vice admiral

REAR ADM. KEVIN E. LUNDAY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND RESPONSIBILITY IN
THE UNITED STATES COAST GUARD AND TO THE GRADE
INDICATED UNDER TITLE 14, U.S.C., SECTION 305:

To be vice admiral
REAR ADM. ANDREW J. TIONGSON
IN THE AIR FORCE

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES AIR
FORCE UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624:

To be major
JUSTINE E. FEASTER
IN THE ARMY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY
DENTAL CORPS UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 624
AND 7064:

To be lieutenant colonel

JOSEPH F. CAPETILLO

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624:

To be lieutenant colonel

JOSEPH T. REUBEN

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY
MEDICAL SERVICE CORPS UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SEC-
TIONS 624 AND 7064:

To be lieutenant colonel

LYMAN S. REYNOLDSON

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE RESERVE OF THE
ARMY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203:

To be colonel

MARK J. BROOKS
BRIAN P. KANE
CLAY R. SALMELA
ALEJANDRO J. SANCHEZMUNOZ
CHARLES F. WALLACE
HAROLD G. WOOMER, JR.
THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE RESERVE OF THE
ARMY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203:

To be colonel

BRIAN R. SEIDEL

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE RESERVE OF THE
ARMY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203:

To be colonel

STEVE BLACKWELL
ANTHONY C. HOLLOWAY
RICHARD JAMES, SR.
KATHRYN J. KNAPP
ROBERT P. LEWIS
LEWIS R. MESSINGER
DAVID L. OBERDIECK
EDGARDO ORTIZ

KEVIN J. PARK

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624:

To be lieutenant colonel

WAYNE A. DUNLAP

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624:

To be lieutenant colonel

BRIAN M. STIERITZ
THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624:
To be lieutenant colonel

DAVID C. HILLING

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624:
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